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CHOIR MUSIC TRADITIONS

IN SUN CITY

SILVIJA PROCKYTE

choral conductor and manager

SIAULIAI CANTAT IS ONE OF THE CHOIR FESTIVALS AND COMPETITIONS OF THE LITUANIA CANTAT
EVENTS. FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS THE CHOIR MUSIC TRADITION HAS CONTINUED TO EXPAND NOT
ONLY BECAUSE OF THE VARIETY OF PARTICIPANTS, BUT ALSO THANKS TO THE EVENTS IN LITHUANIA.
THE SIAULIAI CANTAT, KAUNAS CANTAT, KAUNAS MUSICA RELIGIOSA, CANTATE DOMINO AND JUOZAS
NAUJALIS CHOIR FESTIVALS AND COMPETITIONS HAVE BEEN JOINED BY ONE MORE INTERNATIONAL
EVENT IN LITHUANIA, WHICH IS DEDICATED NOT ONLY TO CHOIR, BUT ALSO ORCHESTRAS - THE

BIRSTONAS CANTAT.

In a certain time and place people with the same
thoughts and aims met - this was the main reason why
this festival was organized in Sun city. The story tells
us that back in the 16th century, Nicolaus Copernicus
proved that the Earth rotated round the Sun.
Nevertheless, only a small society of “anonymous”
astronauts know that at the coordinates 55° N and
23° E the planet stops. At that moment residents of
one city obtain the privilege of enjoying sunshine for
a longer period than the others. The idea of organising
the Siauliai Cantat festival and competition was born, in
short, from the spontaneous discussion and dynamism
of the city and has continued to bring joy to the city and
its guest for seven years.

The Siauliai Cantat 7™ international choral festival and
competition was held from 25 to 28 May. Every year
more and more high quality choirs from around the
world participate in the festival which has become
a beautiful tradition for the city. This year the city’s
habitants and guests had the opportunity to listen
to Vocalino Wettingen conducted by David Rossel
(Wettingen, Switzerland), Neuruppiner a-cappella-chor
conducted by Prof. Peter Schurz (Neuruppin, Germany),
the Guns women's vocal ensemble conducted by Guna
Agruma (Jelgava, Latvia), the Emajoe Laulikud female
choir conducted by Vilve Maide (Tartu, Estonia), the
Iskra boys' choir conducted by Elena Vorobeva (Sankt
- Petersburg, Russia) and the Sinkopés vocal ensemble
conducted by Zivile Staneliené (Siauliai, Lithuania).
In the opening concert at the St. Apostles Peter and
Paul Cathedral all the participants of the festival were
greeted by one of the partners and organisers, the
Atzalynas mixed choir, conducted by Mindaugas Zalalis.
Every year, partner of the festival, Dagilélis Siauliai boys’

and youth school and director Remigijus Adomaitis, give
us the possibility to organize the choir competition in
the beautiful and renovated school concert hall, which is
perfectly fitted for not only big choirs, but also for small
ensembles, with good acoustics and atmosphere. This
year the competition jury was composed of well-known
conductors and festival friends Raul Talmar — president
of the Estonian choral association, Remigijus Adomaitis
— artistic director of the Dagilélis and Rolandas Daugeéla
choir — artistic director of the Lituania Cantat music
festival. Professional work and a good atmosphere
make evaluating the choirs’ performances easy for the
jury members. Participants were competing in nine
categories: ensembles, equal voices, adult choirs,
folk and contemporary music. The jury members

From left

Vilve Maide, Peter Schurz,
David Rossel, Elena Vorobeva,
Zivilé Stanelieng, Guna Agruma
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ﬁs%i\ International Choral
~ Kathaumixw
July 3-7,2018

in Powell River, BC CANADA

Join choirs from around the world in 20 concerts,
competitions, common singing, conductors’
seminars and social events on the

shores of Canada’s magnificent
Pacific Coast.

— T

GUEST ARTISTS AND INTERNATIONAL JURY

IMAGINE a place where nature abounds,
and music fills the air. IMAGINE a place
where language poses no boundaries, a
place where people of different cultures

and countries come together to share
the common language of song,

THAT 1s KATHAUMIXW

APPLICATION DEADLINE
November 1, 2017
Powell River Academy of Music
+1 604 485 9633 - info@kathaumixw.org

Extension Tours available - July 8- 14, 2018

www.kathaumixw.org

Vocalino Wettingen (Switzerland)

During the evening concert choirs gave a very nice and warm concert in the
beautiful church of the Virgin Mary of the Immaculate Conception in Siauliai.
Next year the Siauliai Cantat festival and competition will changed its dates
from the end of May, to the beginning of October. Choirs are welcome to
participate in the event on 4-7 October 2018. Organisers are expecting ever
more high quality choirs from different countries to be interest in Siauliai
Cantat event. During the past year’s festival and competition there were
choirs from Latvia, Estonia, Poland, Russia, Belarus, the Czech Republic,
Switzerland, Germany and the United States of America.

Edited by Mirella Dina Biagi, UK/Italy

SILVIJA PROCKYTE was born in 1992, Kaunas, Lithuania.
She studied piano and musicology at the Juozas
Naujalis music school. After she continued her studies

in music pedagogy and conducting at the Vytautas
Magnus University’s Music Academy. She also sang in the
students’ choir of the Vytautas Magnus University. During
her studies she worked as festival manager for the Lithuania

Cantat choir festivals, and managed 5 choir festivals and competitions
during the year in Lithuania. Silvija has worked in choir festivals for
other associations, for example for Musica Ficta (Rimini, Italy) as an
assistant at the Rimini International Choir Festival. She has participated
in YEMP - Young Event Managers Programme - of the Europa Cantat
festival in Pecs, Hungary (2015). She is a member of the Lithuanian
Choral Union and a member of the Youth Committee of the European
Choral Association — Europa Cantat. Email: info@lituaniacantat.lt




